Appendix 2

List of articles about online pharmacies, sorted in alphabetical order according to first author; the

characteristics of each study’s sample is shown in terms of year of data collection, selection
method, inclusion criteria, and number of online pharmacies analysed.
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(a). The method of online pharmacy selection was: SE, search engine; VIPPS, pharmacychecker and
epharmacyfinder site: online pharmacies listed in the VIPPS Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice




Site, at Pharmacychecker.com, in the Best Online Pharmacy Guide at epharmacyfinder.com ;
and/or in the Stores Top 100 Retailers (Schulz DP. Top 100 retailers: the nations’s retail power
players. Stores 2008;90:19).

(b) They randomly chose about 1/10 circa of the 457 websites found for a further analysis of the
characteristics.

(c) A sub-analysis by Orizio et al. 2009a [85], based on the evaluation of pricing and marketing
aspects.

(d) A sub-analysis by Orizio et al. 2009a [85], based to the evaluation of online questionnaires.
(e) A follow-up to Peterson’s 2001 [77] study: 29 of the 33 online pharmacies were still working.

(f) Method: 12 Canadian-based Internet pharmacies (identified from the Pharmacychecker.com
list) and 3 US-based drug chain pharmacies.

(g) Method: Comparison of three Internet pharmacies websites associated with US retail chain
pharmacies and one independent Internet pharmacy website associated with a randomly chosen
independent retail pharmacy in New Jersey.



